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Chad 


Deby Appoints Ex-Minister Acheikh ‘Special Aide’ 


AB2012180090 London BBC World Service in English 
1830 GMT 19% Dec 9 


[Text] Chad’s new president, Idriss Deby, who ousted 
Hissein Habre at the beginning of the month, has been 
nominating people to key posts in his regime, and some 
of the names are very familiar. Deby named Acheikh 
ibn-Oumar, who was Hissein Habre’s foreign minister, 
as his special aide. Another member of the former 
cabinet, Pierre Tokinou, has been appointed as a mili- 
tary aide, and Habre’s own chief aide, Madingar Bara- 
madji, is the director of finances and materials in the 
new regime. Chris Greene asked the BBC’s former 
correspondent in West Africa, Elizabeth Blunt, what she 
made of the appointment of Acheikh ibn-Oumar? 


[Begin recording] [Blunt] Well I think it is a sign that 
Deby is trying to bring in as many groups and factions as 
possible into his government, and that is the reason that 
Acheikh ibn-Oumar was there in the previous govern- 
ment. He was not really one of Habre’s people. He 
originally sided with—his group of fighters sided with— 
Habre’s opponents, with Goukouni Oueddei. It was only 
after that group split up that he changed sides effectively, 
and Hissein Habre brought him and his people into the 
coalition of his government. So he was not really a Habre 
man, and these other people are feeling something of the 
same way in this government bringing in his fighters— 
what is left of them—and the people from his part of the 
country. He is an Arab from the east. He represents quite 
a specific group. 


[Greene] So does that represent a degree of continuity 
then, despite the takeover? 


{Blunt} Yes, and I think what you should remember is 
that it perhaps gives the false impression to look at it as 
if Hissein Habre and Idriss Deby—lIdrssi Deby’s allies, 
original allies such as Hassan Djamous—were opposing 
factions. They were originally all part of the same group. 
That group held power with Hissein Habre and is still 
largely in power now. What they have done is get rid of 
Hissein Habre himself. 


There has been a quarrel between them. Some of Deby’s 
friends had been executed, had been arrested, had gone 
into exile. That is the quarrel that has been (?settled), but 
it is not a completely different group in government. It is 
stili basically the same group, the same tribal group who 
is from the same area. The policies we would not expect 
to be vastly different, and indeed he is continuing the 
wise policy of the previous government in trying to bring 
in other regions, other parts of the country—bring in 
Southerners, bring in as many other groups as possible to 
make it as national a government as he can manage. 
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[Greene] As Acheikh 1bn-Oumar politically having been 
a foreign affairs minister, would it be likely to have a 
forewarning of the rebel attack? 


{Blunt} It is possible. I think a lot of people in Chad seem 
to have seen it coming. He is an intelligent man, [words 
indistinct]. | am sure he was as well aware as anyone to 
have seen the writing on the wall. [end recording} 


Ndjamena Curfew Lifted; 2130 News Cast Restored 


AB2012220690 Ndjamena Domestic Service in French 
2130 GMT 20 Dec 90 


[Text] The curfew that was imposed on Ndjamena 
following the | December events was lifted yesterday by 
the the government. As you could have noticed, the last 
news bulletin of the day at 2130 has been interrupted 
since | December 1990. It is now restored following the 
lifting of the curfew. 


Gabon 


Prime Minister Oye-Mba 18 Dec Policy Statement 


AB2012155890 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1230 GMT 18 Dec 90 


[Excerpts] It was a real policy speech that Gabonese 
Prime Minister Casimir Oye-Mba delivered this 
morning before the parliament. The speech centered on 
economic and social issues but also on institutional 
problems. Let us listen to Casim:r Oye-Mba: 


{Begin Oye-Mba recording] At the level of the institu- 
tions, the government proposes to begin work immedi- 
ately on drafting some bills to strengthen the pluralist 
democracy which we chose freely. In this direction, we 
must first give our country a new fundamental law 
which, abrogating ihe transitional constitution, will rule 
Gabon within our new pluralist context. 


The basic intention of the government, through the draft 
constitution that will be submitted to you, is two-fold. 
On one hand we believe that the Gabonese state must 
have real and efficient powers to avoid being helpless 
and transient. On the other hand we believe that it ts 
necessary, in a democratic context, that the state's 
authority be judiciously balanced with other powers to 
avoid high-handedness, autocracy, and dictatorship. 


We also need to regulate political parties. Indeed, it 1s 
indispensable to determine legally the conditions and 
process for setting up and running political parties. This 
law will thus permit us to carry out the necessary checks 
on the morality of the parties’ founders and leaders as 
well as on their statutes and on how they are financed so 
that the activities of the political parties contribute to the 
people's general well-being. 
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Right now, other laws should also be adopted in various 
areas, notably, the press regulations, trade union activi- 
ties, controlling immigration, and setting up nonpolitical 
or religious associations. [end recording] 


Strengthening Gabonese institutions should lead to 
establishing other institutions to better lay down the 
foundations of democracy in Gabon. Casimir Oye-Mba 
enumerates here the institutions to be set up and their 
objectives: 


{Begin Oye-Mba recording] Certain bodies will have to 
be set up. There will be a senate with a bicameral system 
of government for the first time in our country’s political 
life. There will also be a Constitutional Council whose 
mission will be to replace the current administrative 
chamber of the Supreme Court. There will also be a High 
Council on Audiovisual which wili guarantee freedom, 
equity, and rights in communications. Finally there will 
be a National Education Commission whick will be 
charged with reviewing our education system to upgrade 
and maintain it at the highest possible level. 


By adopting these laws and setting up these bodies, my 
government intends to lay down the basis for pluralist 
democracy in our country, to guarantee the respect of 
public liberties and human rights, and to ensure a real 
representation of the sovereign people. [end recording] 
[passage omitted] 


it should be noted that yesterday's plenary session of the 
National Assembly in Libreville saw the birth of a new 
commission, the Commission on Communication and 
Human Rights. 


Zaire 


Mobutu Promulgates Law on Multiparty Politics 


AB2012173290 Dakar PANA in French 1408 GMT 
19 Dec 90 


[Text] Dakar, 19 Dec (PANA)}—Yesterday Zairian Pres- 
ident Marshal Mobutu Sese Seko promulgated the 
revised law on organizing and running political parties in 
Zaire. This revised law, adopted on 14 December by the 
National Assembly, is now effective, according to infor- 
mation received today in Dakar. 


The amended law, which modified and complemented 
the former 18 July law on the subject, no longer limits 
the number of political parties in Zaire. According to the 
revised law, every political party must apply for registra- 
tion to the Minister of Territorial Administration and be 
issued with a receipt. After obtaining the receipt the 
political party becomes legal and has the right to orga- 
nize itself in the country with a view to democratically 
winning power. 
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On 24 “prt. President Mobutu decided on introducing a 
total multiparty political system in the country which 
already has 80 unofficial political parties. 


Diplomatic Relations With Libya Established 


AB2112085890 London BBC World Service in English 
1830 GMT 20 Dec 90 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Excerpts] After years of mutual suspicion and nonex- 
istent relations, Zaire and Libya are suddenly buddies. 
Colonel al-Qadhdhafi and President Mobutu have 
always been at opposite ends of the political spectrum. 
But now it has been announced that formal diplomatic 
relations are to be established, in spite of the potentially 
embarrassing arrival in Zaire of Libyan prisoners of war 
from Chad. From Kinshasa, (Busongo Buyemi) telexed 
this report: 


[Begin studio announcer recording] Zaire and Libya 
have decided to open their respective embassies in 
Tripoli and in Kinshasa as soon as possible. This was 
officially announced at a meeting on Wednesday [19 
December] between the head of state of Zaire, Mobutu 
Sese Seko, and the Libyan minister of foreign affairs, Mr. 
Ibrahim al-Bishari. 


The Libyan minister announced the prospective arrival 
in two weeks’ time of a new Libyan ambassador to Zaire. 
This move follows the reestablishment of diplomatic 
relations between the two countries last year afier many 
years of hostitilities. 


Mr. Al-Bishari confirmed that Libya-Zaire relations had 
been revived and that cooperative ventures would 
follow, not just for the benefit of their own citizens but 
also for the good of all Africa. The minister continued, 
and | quote: The potential [word indistinct] and the 
natural resources in Zaire together with the finance 
which can be attracted from Libya will result in an 
arrangement which will be the envy of the financial 
world. 


However, observers think that there will have to be some 
discussion over the presence in Zaire of Libyan prisoners 
of war who were recently in Chad and who are now seen 
as a potential opposition force to the regime in Tripoli. 
[passage omitted] 


Mr. al-Bishari said that he did not think that their presence 
in in Zaire was a problem, for they were on African soil 
with their compatriots who are also African. He added that 
the prisoners of war can reenter Libya whenever they want. 
He also commented, however, that the Angolan authorities 
had expressed their fear that the prisoners of war were 
assisting the airbase of the rebel movement, National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola [UNITA]. 
The airbase, according to Luanda, is an entrance point for 
aid from the United States. [end recording] 
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Government Extends Immunity for ANC Leaders 


MB2112112090 Jchannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1100 G..iT 21 Dec 90 


[Text] The state president, Mr. F.W. de Klerk, has 
extended the period of immunity from prosecution 
granted to 72 people under the Indemnity Act, including 
several ANC [African National Congress] leaders. 


In terms of a notice published in the government gazette 
today, their temporary, unconditional immunity has been 
extended from 31 December until 15 February next year. 


Among those affected are the president of the ANC, Mr. 
Oliver Tambo; the commander of the organization's mili- 
tary wing, Umkhonto we Sizwe [Spear of the Nation], Mr. 
Joe Modise; his chief of staff, Mr. Chris Hani; the ANC’s 
secretary general, Mr. Alfred Nzo; its head of international 
affairs, Mr. Thabo Mbeki: and the leader of the South 
African Communist Party, Mr. Joe Slovo. 


Namibian Move on Passport Sparks Retaliation 


MB2012171090 Johannesburg Television Service 
in Afrikaans 1545 GMT 20 Dec 90 


[Text] Al! visitors to Walvis Bay, including Namibian 
citizens, must be in possession of a valid passport from | 
January. 


This announcement irom ihe minister of internal affairs, 
Mr. Gene Louw, follows the announcement yesterday by 
the Namibian Government, that South African citizens 
living in Walvis Bay and who plan to travel to any 
destination in Namibia will have to be in possession of a 
valid passport. Mr. Louw pointed out that the South 
African Government declared itself prepared to work in 
conjunction with the Namibian Government to intro- 
duce special travel arrangements between Walvis Bay 
and Namibia. He said it is in accordance with interna- 
tional practice that arrangements for the movement of 
people over communal borders should be arranged bilat- 
erally, based on a policy acceptable to both countries. 


He said that the decision by Namibia to amend the 
existing rules without consulting with the South African 
Government, leaves South Africa with no other choice 
than to introduce a retaliatory rule. 


Australia Signals Shift on Sanctions Stance 


MB2112062890 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
0600 GMT 21 Dec 90 


[Text] The Australian Government has signaled its first 
significant shift towards reviewing its sanctions policy 
against South Africa. 


Zayed Cachalia reports Foreign Minister Gareth Evans 
Says it is now possible to contemplate movement on 
some boycotts, including the sports ban. 


{Cachalia] Evans has announced the chairman of the 
joint parliamentary committee on foreign affairs, Sen- 
ator (Chris Shod), will visit South Africa early next year 
to review developments firsthand. He says the visit has 
the government's blessing and, depending un progress 
higher-level visits might follow. 


Evans emphasized it remained important to maintuiin 
sanctions pressure as long as it is productive to do so, 
and said it has to be appreciated just how much more 
needs to be done to break down apartheid. 


But, he says, as the reform momentum accelerates, the 
Australian Government will be prepared to consider a 
phased relaxation of sanctions. 


‘Acknowledging Political Reforms’ 


MB2112114890 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1127 GMT 21 Dec 90 


[Text] Johannesburg Dec 21 SAPA—An Australian min- 
ister, acknowledging political reforms in South Africa, 
maintained on Friday [21 December] that sanctions had 
to remain in place until apartheid was scrapped. 


Senator Gareth Evans, foreign affairs and trade minister. 
told the Australian Parliament his government favoured 
phased lifting of economic measures to reward reforms. 


Meanwhile, Australia would step up diplomatic contacts 
with President F.W. de Klerk anci his government as well as 
political organisations seeking a non-racial democracy. 


“Ii is important that we continue to acknowledge that much 
has been done already and even more has been promised by 
the South African Government since President de Klerk 
meade his path-breaking™ speech in February, Mr Evans said. 


His views were contained in a statement released in 
Johannesburg. 


But “it has to be appreciated just how much more 
remains to be done, quite apart from changing the 
Constitution itself, before one can really say that the 
process of change is genuinely irreversible.” 


He cited political prisoners still languishing in jail, exiles, 
bloody violence in the townships, security legislation and 
the Group Areas Act, among issues that justified the 
maintenance of sanctions. 


But he said his government would consider a phased 
relaxation of the pressure “as the reform momentum 
accelerates.” 


His government would maintain diplomatic contact with 
the South African Government and anti-apartheid 
movements. 


“It is important that we continue to step up our political 
as well as diplomatic contact with both sides of the South 
African political equation,” he said. 
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“So far as the views of others are concerned we will continue 
to give great weight to the views of the Commonwealth 
countries with whom we have been working in the Common- 
wealth Committee of Foreign Affairs on Souther Africa.” 


UK To Provide “Greater Financial Support’ 


MB2012070190 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0648 GMT 20 Dec 90 


[Text] Johannesburg Dec 20 SAPA—Britain would 
prefer to give greater financial support to South Africa in 
future, according to British minister of state in the 
foreign office responsible for Africa and foreign devel- 
opment, Mrs. Linda Chalker. 


Speaking in London, Mrs. Chalker said educational aid 
would continue to be a priority, reports SABC [South 
African Broadcasting Corporation] radio news. Britain 
would encourage the democratic process in South Africa. 


PAC Will Not Talk, Give in to Pretoria 


MB2012134490 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1334 GMT 20 Dec 90 


[Text] Johannesburg Dec 20 SAPA—The Pan-Africanist 
Congress [PAC] was unwilling to engage in talks with the 
government and to make concessions to President F.W. 
de Klerk. 


PAC President Mr. Clarence Makwetu said in his new year 
message that according to the Harare Declaration and the 
United Nations Consensus Resolution, a climate conducive 
'O negotations had to be created by the government. 


“At no stage are the oppressed expected to engage in 
talks about talks to bring this about. We are not at all 
obliged to make concessions to De Klerk to create such a 
climate.” Therefore the question of relaxing sanctions 
did not feature at all at this stage? 


“In actual fact we are appealing to the international 
community, once more, to intensify it on all fronts.” 


He also urged all those who opposed apartheid, irrespec- 
tive of political persuasion, to come together to devise 
means whereby racism could be brought to an end. 


Holomisa on Continuance of ANC-Government Talks 


MB2012140690 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1343 GMT 20 Dec 90 


[Text] Johannesburg Dec 20 SAPA—The African National 
Congress [ANC] and the South African Government should 
be encouraged to maintain talks, and the government should 
speedily remove obstacles to negotiations, said Transkeian 
military ruler Major General Bantu Holomisa. 


In a Christmas message on Thursday, Gen. Holomisa 
said the first four months of next year would be crucial 


FBIS-AFR-90-246 
21 December 1990 


for the government and would test whether it was sincere 
in its desire to remove all obstacles to real negotiations. 


A collapse of talks would “undoubtedly lead to the 
intesification of the revolutionary fervour and the esca- 
lation of violence,” Gen. Holomisa said. 


The Transkei leader said his government suspected vio- 
lence in South Africa was being orchestrated to “pro- 
mote certain ailing political figures acceptable |» the 
establishment and the system whose popular: has 
taken a sharp nose-dive since February, 2.” 


The lives of people were more important than individual 
politicians whose popularity was at stake, he added. 


The SA Government's efficient armed services had the 
capacity to totally eliminate violence in the country, 
Gen. Holomisa said. 


“We would like to see them perform this function to the 
best of their ability so that a healthy climate is created 
for negotiations.” 


Gen. Hoiomisa added: “We encourage the ANC and the 
SA Government to maintain the momentum of talking 
to each other so that the polarised positions of the 
present day government and the national liberation 
movements can be reconciled.” 


There was also a pressing need for constant contact 
among political organisations and homeland administra- 
tors to address the issue of the return of exiles. Their 
return would put a strain on the limited, often unavail- 
able resorces at the disposal of governments and the 
political organisations, he said. 


“We advocate intensive forward planning in this regard 
to avoid what can really become a national crisis. There 
is no need to wait for the dismantling of the apartheid 
structures before this sensitive issue can be attended to.” 


Gen. Holomisa said his government would rededicate itself 
to stepping-up efforts and encouraging black leaders to close 
ranks and confront the common problem. 


“We shall call on political organisations to start serious 
talks with administrators in the homelands to plan the 
future administration of a new South Africa.” 


Gen. Holomisa said he ascribed the normal state of affairs 
in the Transkei over the past year to the hypersensitivity of 
the government to the demands of the people. 


Government Likely To Abolish Group Areas 1 Feb 


MB2012111190 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY 
in English 20 Dec 90 pp 1, 2 


[Report by Edyth Bulbring: “D-Day Set for Axing of Key 
Apartheid Laws”} 


{Text} Pretoria—February | has been set as D-Day for 
the announcement of the removal of all but one of the 
last remaining pillars of apartheid. 
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Preliminary drafts of a single Bill scrapping the Group Areas, 
Free Settlement Areas and Land Acts have been completed 
and President F. W. de Klerk is expected to announce the 
demise of the old laws at the opening of Parliament. 


The final nail in the coffin of apartheid will be the repeal 
of the Population Registration Act which will be axed 
only once a new constitution has been formulated. 


According to governmert sources, preliminary drafts of 
the Bill will be presented to Cabinet in mid-January. 


The drafts of the new Biil were drawn up by a technical 
committee handling the Group Areas and Free Settle- 
ment legislation and a technical committee dealing with 
the. repeal of the Land Acts. 


These committees combined several weeks ago to formu- 
late draft legislation repealing all the Acts. 


These committees were asked to consider the implications 
of repealing the Acts on other existing legislation. Officials 
said yesterday hundreds of provincial and local government 
ordinances which were based on these apartheid Acts would 
have to be scrapped or amended in the coming year. 


A number cf central government Acts would also be 
affected by ihe repeal of the Group Areas and Land Acts. 


Officials said the repeal package would provide for the 
scrapping of the Acts, amendments to existing central 
government legislation and interim provisions to accom- 
modate a smooth transition to a new dispensation. 


However, the repeal of the Free Settlement Areas Act and its 
“twin”, the Local Government in Free Settlement Areas 
Act, presented no problems and would be scrapped without 
any adjustments to other existing legislation, they said. 


Scrapping the Group Areas Act would present certain 
problems for own affairs administration and bridging 
provisions would have to be introduced. 


Group areas boundaries would remain in place for the 
purposes of local government and community develop- 
ment services would reinain an own affair for adrainis- 
trative purposes. 


The own affairs concept was one of the areas to be 
negotiated in a new constitution and certain own affairs 
structures would therefore have to remain in place until 
a constitutional settlement. 


However, the repeal of the Group Areas Act would 
reduce own affairs functions in some areas like Hillbrow 
where the racial composition had changed, while other 
areas would remain largely unaflected. 


Officials said opposition to the repeal package could 
therefore be expected from the own affairs departments. 


The repeal package could contain legislation that would 
ensure the maintenance of living standards. 
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However, it was under debate whether this legislation 
should be introduced as a separate bill to avoid any 
contamination with the repealed apartheid legislation. 


New legislation on slums and urban renewel would 
enable local and provincial authorities to enforce eficc- 
tive standards and would replace the existing Slums Act 
and the Community Development Act whihc were seen 
as inadequate. 


The Black Communities Act, which facilitates the devel- 
opment of residential areas for blacks, would also have 
to be amended to rid it of its racial references but the 
bulk of its provisions would remain in place in order to 
facilitiate development. 


The third part of the repeal package, dealing with the 
Land Acts, would provide for more conventional land 
ownership rights, but would also retain recognition of 
tribal lands “for the time-being.” 


Officials said the dissolution of the SA [South African] 
Development Trust. to be replaced with regional struc- 
tures, could also be considered and Land Bank finance 
would be made acressible to all race groups. 


ANC Statement Condemns Bop Deportation Order 


MB2012152090 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1506 GMT 20 Dec 90 


[Text] Johannesburg Dec 20 SAPA—The African 
National Congress [ANC] has condemned the planned 
expulsion of its Mafikeng secretary from 
Bophuthatswana [Bop] and has demanded the imme- 
diate withdrawal of the deportation order requiring him 
to leave the homeland by January | next year. 


In a statement the ANC confirmed Mr. Paul Daphne had 
refused to sign the order and said they deplored “this act 
of repression”. 


Earlier on Thursday the Bophuthatswana Government 
said Mr. Daphne had been served with an expulsion 
order along with Dr. D.A. Green, a medical doctor 
operating in the homeland. 


The reason given for their expulsion was for participa- 
tion ia activities allegedly “not conducive to the public 
interest of Bophuthatswana”. 


“We demand that both the (President Lucas) Mangope 
regime and his masters in Pretoria ensure the immediate 
withdrawal of this deportation order, and an end to 
Mangope’s systematic war against peaceful, democratic 
political activity,” the ANC statement read. 


The statement said Mr. Daphne and his wife had both 
previously been detained without charge in 
Bophuthatswana. 


“We remain commited to the struggle for democracy in 
all regions of South Africa, and we invite all those with a 
commitment to democracy within the Bop regime to join 
us in turning their backs on Mangope”. 
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The action against Mr. Daphne demonstrated “yet agair 
that the ANC is de facto banned in Bop. despite all the 
pious Statements to the contrary by the Mangope 
regime.” the statement read. 


CP Charges Government Has No Mandate for Change 


MB2012174490 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1721 GMT 20 Dec 90 


[Text] Johannesburg Dec 20 SAPA—The Conservative 
Party [CP] on Thursday charged that the government did 
not have a mandate from the white electorate to bring 
blacks ‘ )to a politcal sy tem with whites. 


Responding to an carlier statement by deputy constitu- 
tional affairs minister, Mr. Roelf Meyer, that both black 
and white would participate in the next general election, 
the CP’s Tom Langley said this was clearly against earlier 
pronouncements by State President F.W. de Klerk. 


“It was an express promise by the state president to the 
vhite voters of South Africa that before any tinkering 
with their political future took place, they and they alone 
would be consulted about any proposed changes. Al no 
time did the state president suggest that other population 
groups would have a say over the future of whites. 
Deputy Minister Meyer is playing with words regarding 
an election or referendum for whites,” said Mr. Langley. 


The CP spokesmen described Mr. Meyer's comments as 
a “betrayal of the whites who are expected to surrender 
power to a black Marxist govei. sment without even the 
presence of a Muzorewa option.” 


“The CP holds the state president to his original under- 
taking and demands thi‘ a whites-only election be held 
in 1991 so that whites can show Mr. de Klerk how they 
feel about his duplicity,” Mr. Langley concluded. 


Azapo Publicity Secretary Denies Marginalization 


WB2/ 12101490 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
0900 GMT 21 Dec 90 


[Text] Delegates from the Azanian People’s Organiza- 
tion [Azapo] are gathering in Cape Town for the organi- 
zation’s tenth annual conference. The conference will be 
focusing On an action plan for 1991, as well as trying to 
develop a strategy to end township violence. 


Azapo’s publicity secretary, Strini Moodley, says the 
Organization's refusal to take part in negotiations with 
the government does not mean it’s marginalizing itself: 


[Begin Moodley recording] It is the black community 
that Azapo’s interested in, and we work within the black 
community, we organize within the black community. 
So, if we are marginalizing ourselves, it would be mar- 
ginalizing ourselves from the De Klerk effort, and we 
have never engaged in any interaction with the De Klerk 
regime or any other Nationalist regime. We've always 
worked within the black community, so we can't be 
marginalizing ourselves. [end recording] 
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CPI Marks ‘Highest Increase’ Since 1989 


MB2012142890 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1358 GMT 20 Dec 9 


[Text] Johannesburg 20 SAPA—South Africa’s inflation 
rate for November 1990, as measured by the consumer 
price radex (CPI), recorded the highest increase since 
December 1989. 


Statistics released by the Central Statistical Service in 
Presoria on Thursday, show that the |.3 percentage 
points increase pushed up the CPI for November to 15.3 
percent, compared with October's figure of 14.0 percent. 


The annual rates of increase in the lower lower, middle 
and higher income groups are 15.0 percent, 15.5 percent 
and 15.6 percent respectively. 


The monthly percentge increase of 2.i per cent in the 
non-seasonally adjusted index is meinly attributable to 
price changes in food and transport. 


If the change in the price of petrol were not taken into 
account, the increase in the non-seasonally adjusted 
index would have been 1.2 percent instead of the 
observed 2.1 percent, while the inflation rate would have 
been 14.3 per cent instead of the 15.3 percent. 


The monthly rate of change in the seasonally adjusted price 
index for food for November is 2.4 per cent. Large monthly 
increases were recorded in the prices of fruit and nuts (12.2 
percent) and grain products (5.1 percent), while decreases 
were recorded in the prices of fish and other seafood (2.2 per 
cent) and meat (0.4 per cent) compared with October. 


Regarding urban areas, the largest annual percentage change 
of 16.4 percent occurred in the Cape peninsula and the 
lowest was recorded in Bloemfontein (11.6 percent). 


The CPI for pensioners for November shows an annual 
rate of increase 14.6 percent, which is 0.7 percentage 
points higher than than the rate for October 1990 , which 
was 13.9 percent. 


The largest annual price increases of 15.6 percent for 
pensioners occurred in the Pretoria/Verwoerdburg/ 
Akasia area, while the lowest increase of 12.4 percent 


occurred in Bloemfontein. 


Mercenary Denard Not To Be Expelled From SA 


MP2012121590 Johanneshure THE STAR in English 
2!) Dec 90 p 8 


[Report by Ken Vernon: “Denard Will Not Be Expelled 
From SA™’] 


[Text] The South African Department of Foreign Affaris has 
said that French mercenary Bob Denard will not be expelled 
from South Africa [SA] despite a suggestion by Minister Pik 
Botha that France should “take him off our hands”. 
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Mr. Botha made the “off the cuff” remark: at a banquet 
during a visit to the Comoros last week, broadcast by 
State radio and reported by the BBC. 


Mr. Denard was given “temporary” sanctuary in SA over 
a year ago after failing to take control of the island after 
President Ahmed Abdullah Abderemane’s assassination. 


Two of Mr. Denard’s mercenary colleagues have been 
charged in France with Mr. Abdullah's murder. 


Yesterday the Deputy Director of Foreign Affairs with 
responsibility for Africa, Rusty Evans, said that the 
position regarding Mr. Denard had not changed. 


“Mr. Denard was given refuge in South Africa at the explicit 
request of the French and Comorian governments and our 
understanding is that that position has not changed.” 


However, Mr. Denard’s position was under review. 


“In this matter we will continue to be guided by the 
wishes of the French and Comorian governments. 


“However we feel that as Mr. Denard is a French citizen, 
he is the responsibility of the French.” 


Mr. Botha was in the Comoros last week to talk about 
closer cooperation with the Indian Ocean republic. 


He told Comorian president Abdul Djohar and others at 
the banquet that SA had accepted Mr. Denard only in 
order to “avoid a bloodbath.” 


2 Dec Press Review on Current Problems, Issues 
MB2112120790 


{Editorial report} 
THE STAR 


Shevardnadze Resignation ‘Serious Blow’—The resigna- 
tion of USSR Foreign Affairs Minister Eduard Shevard- 
nadze is a “serious blow” for President Gorbachev,” 
remarks Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 21 
December in a page 10 editorial. Shevardnadze’s resig- 
nation “highlights the dreadful dilemma in which Pres- 
ident Gorbachev finds himself as he strives to hold the 
nation together. ‘The executive power is stalled,” laments 
probably the most decent leader the people have had. He 
searches desperately for solutions, but the odds on him 
succeeding lengthen daily.“ "Rumbles of a military coup 
grow louder, but tradition and the lack of an obvious 
leader fortunately appears to rule it out. Notwith- 
standing Mr. Shevardnadze’s misgivings, the reality is 
that only Mr. Gorbachev, now armed with more legal 
power than Stalin or Brezhnev ever had, can save the 
day—if he has courage and stamina enough to do it.“ 


BUSINESS DAY 


Competition for SABC News Time Slot Needed— 
Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 21 December 
in a page 6 editorial says Home Affairs Minister Gene Louw 
has explained M-Net will not be allowed to compete in the 
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same time-siot with the South Afnica’ Broadcasting Corpo- 
ration (SABC) news bulletins becruse “it might lead to 
emphasis of what Louw styles the sensational or emotional.” 
BUSINESS DAY belicves a “no-holds-barred baiiic of the 
news bulletins could produce two lively, high-quality ser- 
vices—in the best possible taste.” 


THE WEEKLY MAIL 


Celebration of Change in Country—A page 24 editorial 
in Johannesburg THE WEEKLY MAIL in English for 20 
December-10 January notes the achievemenis of 1990. 
“Nelson Mandela and many of his colleagues are out of 
prison; the ANC [African National Congress], PAC 
[Pan-Africanist Congress], SACP [South African Com- 
munist Party] and others have been unbanned; there is 
hope that negotiations will get under way in the new 
year, there 1s more openness and less repression in the 
political arena than we have known for decades...Of 
course, this makes the country unstable.” Bul “we have 
for so long demanded flux and flexibility that we should 
not now be equivocal in our celebration of it.” 


NEW NATION 


Talks Not Exclusive Terrain for Struggle—There is “new 
hope” for South Africa. claims the page 6 editorial in 
Johannesburg NEW NATION in English for 21 December-3 
January. The conclusion of a number of political organiza- 
tions’ conferences, and in particular the ANC’s consuliative 
conference, “provide our people with an opportunity to 
once more cease [as published] the initiative, understanding 
that the people are the decisive force for change in our 
country.” Although De Klerk made a “favorable impres- 
sion” abroad, at home he began to “interfere with the 
process of the return of the exiles and the release oi political 
prisoners, and by his failure to act, ge ve free reign to security 
force violence.” De Kierk’s Chrisimas message was also 
“both cynical and pathetic—coming after the loss of so 
many lives.” “When we entered into talks with the govern- 
ment, we correctly saw the talks as a terrain of struggle, but 
not as the exclusive terrain. For talks to be a trench of 
struggle presupposes the existence of other forms of prose- 
cuting the struggle.” 


SOUTH 


PAC Congress Fails To Move Toward Peace—The page 
26 editorial in Cape Town SOUTH in English for i 3-17 
December comments that the PAC conference adopted a 
“predictable approach” to the government: “no compro- 
mise and no talks except over the ‘modalities’ of a 
constituent asscmbly.”” SOUTH believes the PAC 
“might have cause to regret its stance as the organisation 
becomes even more marginalised—an actor on the polit- 
ical stage who has been relegated to the wings.” The PAC 
congress “failed to move the country in the direction of 
peace and a new South Africa.” The ANC “dare not fail 
in the same way.” “The changes that have taken place in 
South Africa. themselves indicative of how the demo- 
cratic movement has weakened the apartheid state, 
mean that delegates will have to acknowledge the move 
from a perspective of seizing power to negotiating.” 
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Angola 


Van Dunem Meets Solarz, Discusses Peace Process 


MB2012145890 Luanda Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1200 GMT 20 Dec 90 


{Text} Democratic U.S. Congressman Stephen Solarz is 
continuing his talks with the Angolan authorities in 
Luanda. The theme of discussions has been the Angolan 
peace process, notably the search for mechanisms thai will 
ensure the success of the next round of Angolan Govern- 
ment-U NITA [National Union for the Total Independence 
of Augola] talks scheduled for January 1991. 


Today, U.S. Congressman Stephen Solarz held separate 
mectings with Lopo Fortunato do Nascimento. special 
political affairs adviser to the president of the republic, 
and Foreign Affairs Minister Pedro de Casiro van 
Dunem. These two Angolan officials recently attended 
the Washington talks on the Angolan peace process. 


During the meeting with U.S. Congressman Stephen 
Solarz, the Angolan foreign affairs minister referred to a 
number of issues connected with the peac process. 


[Begin van Dunem recording] We believe that 2"! these 
developments may lead to the results we all hope to 
achieve in the near future. We really hope that Mr. 
Solarz’s efforts will be a positive contribution to the 
resolution of this long standing problem. | must say that, 
from our viewpoint, there seem to be few issues lefi to be 
discussed. ! think that solutions can be found in the short 
term it we all show good sense and a spirit of openness. 


Naturally, the issue of elections is still outstanding. It has 
not yet received support from every side. Some sides 
belie ve that the electoral process must be extremely short 
and tiicy allege financial reasons. Other sides find that 
the electoral process should be longer and there are those 
who think that it should be a very long process. 


In our understanding, there is a large number of issues 
that we must deal with in order to make the holding of 
elections possible. It is necessary to guarantee the free 
circulation of people and goods in the country. It is 
necessary to [words indistinct] of course, if these two 
prerequisites are not fulfilled, | do not believe we will be 
in the position to hold free and fair elections. 


tt 1s our belief that we should guarantee that these 
e'ections will be free and fair. We believe that, with 
continued talks, we will arrive at a compromise that will 
allow us to overcome this stalemate as soon as possibic 
It is fundamental to make it known that it is in our 
interest that elections be held as soon as possible. 


There are a few other small issues which. | think, can he 
dealt with at the next round of talks. We hope that ine 
next round of talks will be a positive one. We hope that 
your upcoming visit to Zaire and your contacts with 
Jonas Savimbi will help bring the two sides closer 
together, thereby adding to the successes of the Wash- 
ington talks. [end recording] 
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Political Bureau Examines D.C. Talks’ Results 


MB2112082290 Luanda Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 0600 GMT 21 Dec 90 


[Text] The MPLA [Popular Movement for the Libera- 
tion of Angola]-Labor Party Political Bureau has pro- 
posed that the period for elections in Angola should be 
decided through consultations with all political forces 
within the framework of the establishment of a multi- 
party sysiem in the country by March 1991. 


In its communique issued at the end of its first ordinary 
session in Luanda yesterday, the MPLA-Labor Party 
Political Bureau reported that u reached this decision 
afier examining a report from the Angolan Government 
delegation that visited the United States, as well as 
examining a six-point document connected with political 
issues discussed there. 


It should be pointed out that at the Washington meeting, 
the involved parties agreed, among other things, that the 
signing of a case-fire should be preceded by an agree- 
ment on a date for free and fair elections. 


What is more, the MPLA-Labor Political Bureau has 
appointed new Political Bureau secretaries. It has also 
decided to abolish departments that existed until the end 
of the third party congress and ‘o create new depar- 
ments and offices which will accomodate all the offic.als 
as well as the legacy of the abolished bodies. 


The total number of secretaries appointed by the MPLA- 
Labor Party Political Bureau ts six. 


Defense Minister Notes ‘Increased Hostilities’ 


MB2012141890 Luanda Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1200 GMT 20 Dec 90 


[Text] In Uige Province yesterday, Colonel General 
Pedro Maria Tonha expressed concern about UNITA’s 
[National Union for the Total Independence of Angola] 
increased hostilitics and the mobilization of Libvan 
dissidents stationed in Zaire’s Kamina Base. 


At the end of his working visit to Uige Province, Min- 
ister Pedro Maria Tonha said that this situation greatly 
worries the Angolan Government, notwithstanding the 
latest diplomatic moves concerning the Angolan peace 
process. 


Uige Province is the headquarters of the Northern Mil- 
itary Front. During his visit to that province, Col. Gen. 
Pedro Maria Tonha discussed ways to readjust certain 
defensive combat operations by the FAPLA [People’s 
Armed Forces for the Liberation of Angola] forces in 
order to deal with all enemy attacks. Minister Tonha said 
that, with regard to that problem, punitive measures are 
being envisaged. 
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Endangers Aid Transportation 
MB2012202090 Luanda ANGOP in French 
1934 GMT 20 Dec 90 


[Text] Luanda, 20 Dec (ANGOP}—ANGOP learned in 
Lubango city on 1° December that UNITA [National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola] continues 
to endanger the transportation of food aid within the 
framework of the UN aid program for drought victims in 
central and southern Angola. 


UNITA has been intensifying its operations A few days 
ago, the UNITA rebels destroyed the main bridge linking 
Lubango city, the capital of Huila Province, and the 
Caluquembe and Caconda Districts. 


ANGOP learned that 25 tonnes of food supplies for 
people affected by famine, war, and drought were sup- 
posed to have been moved across that bridge. 


The UNITA rebels have systematically violated the 
accord guaranteeing the security of UN aid program 
convoys Carrying goods and medicines for people in 
central and southern Angola. 


UNITA, UN Relief Issue Joint Communique 


MB2112073490 (Clandestine) Voice of Resistance 
of the Black Cockerel in Portuguese to Southern and 
Central Africa 0510 GMT 21 Dec 90 


[Joint UNITA-UN communique; date and place not 
given—read by announcer] 


[Text] A UN mission led by UN special coordinator Mr. 
Otto B. Essien visited Jamba in Cuando Cubango Province 
from 19 to 20 December 1990 within the framework of 
implementing the UN Special Relief Program for Angola 
[SRPA]. The visit, which was agreed upon at the last 
meeting between UNITA [National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola] and the UN [United Nations] in 
Kinshasa, was aimed at further discussing operational mat- 
ters as provided for in the SRPA operation plan. 


The UN-SRPA special coordinator and his delegation 
had the opportunity to mec with UNITA President Dr. 
Jonas Malheiro Savimbi. The UNITA president 
expressed his satisfaction with the SRPA’s establishment 
and reiterated his full commitment to and support for 
the program. Both he and the delegation expressed the 
hope that the recently concluded discussions in Wash- 
ington, D.C. would pave the way to a cease-fire that 
would in turn lead to a just and lasting peace in Angola. 


The UN delegation visited Jamba Central Hospital and 
the UNITA Information Secretariat. What is more, the 
mission was honored with a cultural performance during 
which women and children sang and danced. 


During the lengthy and intensive working session, a 
number of operational issues were carefully examined 
and discussed on the basis of an agenda previously 
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prepared by the United Nations and communicated to 
UNITA prior to the meeting. 


The meeting's proceedings were registered in an aide 
memoire signed by Engineer Brigadier Elias Salupeto 
Pena, UNITA secretary for economic planning, and Mr. 
Otto Essein, SRPA special coordinator. 


UNITA and the UN delegation expressed happiness that 
their first meeting on Angolan territory enabled them to 
hold frank and constructive discussions on the SRPA 
challenges, and they reaffirmed their commitment to 
achieving the objectives of the UN humanitarian assis- 
tance program. 


The UN delegation thanked UNITA for its hospitality 
and said it looked forward to the holding of future 
meetings. 


Rebels Deny Libyans Providing Military Training 
MB21 12063890 (Clandestine) Voice of Resistance 

of the Black Cockerel in Portuguese to Southern and 
Central Africa 0530 GMT 21 Dec 90 


[Text] UNITA [National Unicn for the Total Indepen- 
dence of Angola] has categorically denied Radio 
Luanda’s unfounded allegations that military instructors 
from Libya and persons of other nationalities are 
training the patriotic and revolutionary Armed Forces 
for the Liberation of Angola in Zairian territory. 


Military sources contacted here in Jamba yesterday 
pointed out that the report was a mere invention of the 
MPLA-PT [Popular Movement for the Liberation of 
Angola-Labor Party] war chieftains to divert the atten- 
tion of the national and international communities from 
the ("favorable climate) to establish peace and mullti- 


party democracy in Angola. 


The sources also pointed out that side by side with this 
provocative and disinformation report, FAPLA [Peo- 
ple’s Armed Forces for the Liberation of Angola] forces 
are mounting offensive actions against civilians in 
[words indistinct] Angola and in Huila Province, where 
they are jeopardizing the UN aid program within the 
framework of peace corridors to assist victims of drought 
and the civil war. 


Mozambique 


Chissano Discusses Peace Process in Inhambane 


MB2012182090 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT 20 Dec 90 


{Report from Inhambane Province by Emilio Manhique] 


[Text] In Chicuque, in Inhambane Province’s Maxixe Dis- 
trict today, Mozambican President Joaquim Alberto Chis- 
sano said that he would not like to have to go through yet 
another bloody Christmas or another bloody New Year. 
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The Mozambican head of state said this at a ceremony 
marking the first centenary cf the establishment of the 
United Methodist Church in Mozambique. 


President Joaquim Alberto Chissano noted that if he 
were God Almighty, he would say: Stop the war! Let not 
one more shot be fired in the new year! 


The Mozambican head of state said, quote, if | could 
give orders to the other side, | would tell them to stop 
this war from this very day, unquote. He said that quote, 
it does not make sense that we sit down for talks in 
Rome, holding discussions and shaking hands, while, at 
the same time, the bullets continue to cut down children, 
women, and old people, unquote. 


The president of the Republic noted the absurd nature of 
this war that destroys our economy while a lack of energy in 
the major cities indirectly kills thousands of people. The 
Mozambican head of state then asked. Do we want or do we 
not want peace? Why are we talking if we continue fighting? 


At another point in his speech, President Joaquim Chis- 
sano Said that the Rome peace talks have been evolving 
at a chameleon’s pace. He explained that the Mozamb- 
ican Government had wanted the first point in the 
agenda to be a cease-fire accord whereby the war would 
stop so that the talks could continue, but he added that 
the answer to this request was one of distrust. 


President Joaquim Chissano disclosed that the joint 
commission for verifying the cease-fire was sworn in in 
Rome on 19 December and that it will arrive in Maputo 
within the next few days. 


The Mozambican head of state talked about the Law on 
the Parties currently under discussion at the Assembly of 
the Republic. He said that many people are anxiously 
awaiting the outcome of those deliberations. some 
because they want to create their own parties and others 
because they want to know how the system will work, all 
within the framework of preserving naiional unity. Pres- 
ident Joaquim Chissano said that, for this reason, we 
must approve this law during the proceedings of this first 
session of the Assembly of the Republic. 


[Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese at 1749 GMT on 
20 Dec reports that “contrary to what was expected and to 
what we had reported, the deputies of the Assembly of the 
Republic did not approve today the future law governing the 
creation and operation of political parties in Mozambique. 
Today was the fifth day of the proceedings of the Assembly 
of the Republic in Maputo.”} 


The Mozambican head of state explained that the Elec- 
toral Law can only be approved with the presence of all 
the parties that will be created so that every participant 
can be satisfied that the rules of the electoral game are 
sound. He said that, quote, we cannot call on parties to 
speak out before they have become parties, unquote. He 
was alluding to the fact that the Electoral Law will only 
be approved once the politicai parties have been created. 
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This is the path to peace, President Joaquim Chissano 
repeated at several points of his speech. He also referred 
several times to the importance of tolerance, tolerance 
toward other citizens, tolerance so that they can create their 
own parties, and tolerance so that everyone is free to 
influence the people about every aspect of our political, 
economic “nd cultural lives. 


The Mozambican head of state repeatedly asked the 
following questions: Why must we have a war, dear 
brothers? Why must brethren kill brethren? 


Government, Renamo Continue Peace Talks in Rome 


MB2112113690 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1030 GMT 21 Dec 9 


[Text] The fourth round of talks to restore peace in Mozam- 
bique continues in Rome, a source frum the Mozambican 
delegation confirmed by telephone to our newsdesk a few 
moments ago. Delegations from the Mozambican Govern- 
ment and Renamo [Mozambique National Resistance] as 
well the mediators are taking part in the meeting. 


The fourth round of talks, which began the day before 
yesterday, is aimed at discussing the points on the 
agenda approved on 9 December. 


Zambia 


Spokesman Mwaanga Comments on Movement’s Plans 


MB2012170090 London BBC World Service in English 
1630 GMT 20 Dec 90 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Zambia’s Movement for Multiparty Democracy, 
MMD., has now launched itself as a political party. The 
MMD spearheaded this year’s campaign for a return to 
multipartyisin in Zambia. He has had quite a struggle but, 
in September, President Kaunda reluctantly conceded to 
multiparty elections next year and the MMD has just won 
another battle in court, when a government ban on the 
movement holding meetings was ruled unconstitutional. 


On the line to Lusaka, Barney Mthombothi asked the 
MMD’s spokesman, Vernon Mwaanga. what the move- 
ment was going to do now. 


[Begin recording] [Mwaanga] We have called for the 
national convention to be held from 12 up to |7 Feb- 
ruary at which the national leadership is going to be 
elected and we are going to (field) 150 parliamentary 
candidates to fight general el: ctions on behalf of MMD 
and we have also decided that, depending on what the 
Constitution ts going to provide, we are going to contest 
the presidential :lections as well. 


{Mthombothi] Yes, but what do you stand for? What is 
your economic or political philosophy” 


[Mwaanga] Weil, we believe in the liberalization of the 
economy. We also believe that there has be great emphasis 
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in the Constitution to protect the individual and human 
righis of the citazens of Zambia which have been trampled 
upon during the last |7 years of one-party rule. We believe 
that there must be improved health services, improved 
educational services, improved public transport services, et 
cetera, and we are in the process of producing a party 
manifesto which is going to act as a message for fighting the 
presidential and parliamentary elections. 


{Mthomobothi] One of your most important constituents of 
the multiparty movement is the trade union congress, 
ZCTU [Zambian Congress of Trade Unions]. Do you think 
its members wil! stand for what you call the liberalization of 
the economy? 


[;\Mwaanga] We are going to continue discussing this liber- 
alization program v th the trade union movement and we 
think that there are no major areas of disagreement with us 
because the trade union congress has called for the liberal- 
ization of the economy in the past and we have to discuss 
the specific questions with them be ause they are important 
partners of MMD. 


{Mthombothi] But is it actually possible to get businessmen 
like you, sir, and ordinary workers to belong to one party? | 
hear that you just...[pauses] you are together because you 
have one obstacle in front of you, which is President Kaunda 
and his UNIP [United National Independence Party] Party? 


{[Mwaanga] No, I think that...[pauses] as you will prob- 
ably recall in past I was the chairman of the Zambia 
National Chamber of Commerce and Industry and we 
worked extremely well with the unions. We found it 
easier to work with the unions than to work with the 
government. | think that this is really not just a marriage 
of convenience. We share a common vision with the 
unions and with the workers and I| think this is part of a 
(?transfer) which the movement enjoys, which the party 
nOw IS going to enjoy because we are not only united by 
our common desire to remove UNIP from power, we are 
united by a common vision about the future and by 
common goals and common objectives. [end recording] 


Zimbabwe 


MNR Asked To Adhere to Peace Process 


MB2012110890 Harare THE HERALD in English 
5 Dec Wp 4 


{Editorial: -MNR Must Stop Cross-Border Banditry”’] 


[Text] The partial ceasefire signed in Rome at the 
weekend takes the widely hoped for end to the | 3-year 
conflict in Mozambique a step closer. In terms of the 
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agreement, Zimbabwean troops will, from January 5, be 
confined to the Beira and Limpopo rail corridors. 


To protect those corridors was, of course, the original 
role of Zimbabwean forces sent to Mozambique—these 
vital outlets to the sea had to be guarded at all costs—but 
as the war intensi'.ed it was inevitable that our men 
would be drawn into the wider conflict. And there is no 
doubt that our presence has had a significant part in 
keeping the MNR [Mozambique National Resistance] 
on the hop besides giving them more than the odd nudge 
towards the settlement hopefully soon to come. 


We have to believe, therefore, that by agreeing to include the 
redeployment of our troops in the Rome agreement, the 
Frelimo [Mozambique Liberation Front] government now 
feels that the prospects for peace are greatly improved. 


But as we are sure the Mozambican government ts only 
too well aware, the MNR will have to be watched very 
carefully indeed. Talks and talks-about-talks have punc- 
tuated the war before, but the fighting has gone on. 


The redeployment is an act of good faith, showing that at 
least the Mozambican government is genuinely com- 
mitted to finding a solution and is ready to embark on 
the next stage of the peace exercise—a total ceasefire. 


We would hope that the MNR is equally committed. But 
many dangers as, again, we are sure the Mozambican 
government is well aware, lie ahead. For while the MNR 
leaders may embrace the need to end the war, can the rag-tag 
army of bandits over which they, al times, seem to exert so 
little control, be persuaded to lay down their arms? 


As a test of the leadership's authority, as well as a gesiure 
of good faith on the MNR’s part, would it not be 
appropriate, particularly as our troops are about to go 
back to the rail corridors, to halt attacks on helpless 
Zimbabwean civilians along the border? 


Yet the very reverse is happening. Attacks have stepped 
up with so many civilians killed, robbed and burned out 
of their homes that in Mudzi district alone, 5,000 people 
are to be moved into security villages—the only way they 
can be protected. 


If the MNR is indeed bent on making the peace process 
wi k, its leaders should start by first contaiming the 
fo. ces directly under their control and then moving 
vigorously against the opportunist gangs of murderers 
and thieves who claim loyalty to the movement but who 
because they profit by the gun, are sure to go all out to try 
to disrupt peace initiatives. 
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The Gambia 


Talks ‘Nearly Collapsed’ After Johnson ‘Tantrum’ 


AB2112103290 Paris AFP in English 1026 GMT 
21 Dec 90 


[Text] Banjul, Dec 21 (AFP)}—The latest attempt to 
broker a peace agreement between warring parties in 
Liberia nearly collapsed Thursday after one rebel leader 
had a temper tantrum over the other’s absence. 


“I’m not a child playing a game,” screamed Prince 
Johnson before astonished journalists and guests in the 
lobby of the Kairaba Hotel here. 


Meeting at the hotel was the mediation committee of the 
Economic Community of West African States, a regional 
body which, after sending a so-called peace-keeping force 
to Liberia to take control of the capital, is now trying to 
impose a government on the biggest guerrilla group, 
which controls the rest of the country. 


The leader of that group, Charles Taylor, declined to attend 
the meeting. Instead, he sent his shadow defense minister, 
who explained he was perfectly capable of negotiating the 
two outstanding issues on the meeting’s agenda: modalities 
of a cease-fire and consiitution of an interim government. 


Mr. Johnson, leader of a lesser group that is backed by the 
peace-keeping force, was not amused by his rival's absence. 


“If this meeting is going to achieve anything, Taylor 
should come here, and not send his assistants who will 
Say al the end they can’t make any commitments without 
consulting with him,” Mr. Johnson shouted. “I won't 
participate unless Taylor is here,”’ he added. 


After he calmed down, he gave in to pleas from 
ECOWAS officials to allow his delegation to sit down at 
the negotiating table with Mr. Taylor's representatives 
and those of ECOWAS. The meeting ended late 
Thursday night with no report of progress. 


‘Absentees’ Noted 


AB2012171490 London BBC World Service in English 
1615 GMT 20 Dec 90 


[From the “Focus on Africa” prograr] 


[Excerpt] The latest peace talks on Lib. va under the aus- 
pices of the Economic Community of West African States, 
ECOWAS, are to get under way in Ranjul, the Gambian 
capital about now. A fragile cease-fire is holding in Liberia 
following the agreement in Bamako at the end of last month, 
but there is still a question mark over the interim govern- 
ment under Amos Saw yer. And Sawver and the leader of the 
main rebel group, Charles Taylor, are absentees from Ban- 
jul. Ofoebea Quist-Arcton is there and Elizabeth Ohene 
asked her who had, in fact, arrived: 


[Begin recording] [Quist-Arcton] As far as we know, 
Prince Johnson is here, Commander J.Hezekiah Bowen 
is here, we have heard that Commander Dogonyaro is 
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here. A question mark is still over Charles Taylor who, 
his defense minister said, is not here, and also Amos 
Sawyer. There are conflicting reports that he ts in Banjul 
but that he will not be taking part in the talks. 


{[Ohene] And when are the talks starting? 


{Quist Arcton] They are scheduled to start at 1600 GMT 
and we have been told that the main (?purpose) of this 
meeting is to discuss the modalities of the cease-fire signed 
in Bamako last month and not, as I had thought earlier, to 
thrash out the thorny question of the interim government 
and who is in control, who is governing Liberia. 


{Ohene] Well if both Taylor and Sawyer are not here, 
what is the point then about this meeting? 


{Quist-Arcton] That is exactly the question I have been 
putting to everybody, but they are not admitting that the 
talks were a failure before they started, because from one 
side, Abass Bundu is saying that if necessary Amos 
Sawyer will take part in the talks, and the NPFL 
{National Patriotic Front of Liberia] is saying that, if 
necessary, without specifying what the necessity might 
be, Charles Taylor will also take part in the talks. But it 
seems to me that the two main players who should be 
here in Banjul meeting and talking are not here. [end 
recording] [passage omitted] 


Sawyer in Banjul 
AB2012203090 London BBC World Service in English 
1830 GMT 20 Dec 90 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Texi] The latest peace talks on Liberia under the auspices 
of the ECOWAS [Economic Community of West African 
States} got under way today in Banjul, The Gambian capital. 
A fragile cease-fire is holding in Liberia following the 
agreement in Bamako at the end of last month. But there is 
still a question mark over the interim government under 
Amos Sawyer, and Sawyer and the leader of the main rebel 
group, Charles Taylor, are not at the talks. Our correspon- 
dent, Ofeibea Quist-Arcton, is in Banjul. Elizabeth Ohene 
asked her who was there for the talks: 


[Begin recording] [Quist-Arcton] Those who are in town 
are not necessarily those represented at the meeting. At 
the formal opening session which was opened by the 
executive secretary and Gambian foreign minister, we 
saw Prince Johnson, Commander Dogonyaro, and Com- 
mander J. Hezekiah Bowen of the AFL [Armed Forces of 
Liberia]. Now I have, since we last spoke, heard that Dr. 
Amos Sawyer is in town with a delegation of about 20, 
but that he will not be directly involved in the talks about 
the cease-fire modalities. 


{Ohene] Is that because Charles Taylor is not in town? 


[Quist-Arcton] I have not managed to speak to Dr. 
Sawyer himself, but I spoke to his protocol officer, (Mr. 
Eddy Dan), who said that as far as he is concerned and as 
far as the Interim Government of Liberia is concerned, 
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these talks were two levels: one was at the cease-fire level, 
and of course, the Interim Government is not directly 
involved because it was not one of the warring factions. 
But (Mr. Dan) said that there was also the political level 
which, he understood, would involve all the parties 
interested in Liberia to discuss things like the Interim 
Government and also the political future of the country. 


[Ohene] But betweefi those who are there, was the 
atmosphere cordial? 


{Quist-Arcton] Indeed, it was like any normal ECOWAS- 
type meeting. What happened was that it was opened 
and then the executive secretary said that they were 
going to adjourn for two hours. So it opened at about 4 
o'clock and that the delegates are going to get together at 
6 o'clock in a closed session, and this will mean the 
ECOWAS people, the former warring factions and also 
the foreign ministers from the Standing Mediation Com- 
mittee on Liberia. They will be present and they will be 
meeting behind closed doors. [end recording] 


Ghana 


"Arafat Comments on Gulf Crisis, Departs 


AB2012220290 Accra Domestic Service in English 
2000 GMT 20 Dec 90 


[Text] [Words indistinct] Yasir ‘Arafat ended his visit to 
Ghana. At the predeparture news conference, he declared 
that the whole world is against war in the Gulf and President 
Bush must not do anything that would bring further hard- 
ships. He accused the United States of double standards in 
her deliberations at the United Nations. He described the 
events in the Gulf as a typhoon and said it will never stop 
unless justice 1s brought to the area. 


Mr. ‘Arafat was seen off by the chairman of the Provisional 
National Defense Council [PNDC], Flight Lieutenant Raw- 
lings, some members of the PNDC, secretaries of state, and 
diplomats. Chairman Rawlings had earlier held talks with 
Mr. “Arafat at the Castle, Osu. Their discussions were 
believed to be centered on current international events. 


Mr. ‘Arafat arrived in Ghana from Mali. He has also 
visited Nigeria, Gabon, Uganda, Zimbabwe. Zambia. 
Tanzania, and Angola. 


Ivory Coast 


Paper on USSR Foreign Minister's Resignation 


4B2112141590 Abidjan FRATERNITE MATIN 
in French 21 Dec 90 p 32 


{Yao Noel article] 


[Text] The whole world had ended up adopting this 
sexagenarian with a white crop of hair (who did not look 
his age) and who was considered to be a committed 
reformer. It is indeed the diverse and weighty opposition 
to the “new thinking” and to the (positive) reorientation 
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of foreign policy, of which he was the principal architect, 
that justified the Soviet foreign minister's offer to resign. 


History will first and foremost remember Eduard Shevard- 
nadze as the successor of another of the USSR’s legendary 
figures, Andrey Gromyko. The latter had imprinted his 
personality on the era from 1957 to 1985, characterized by 
an expansionist and antagonistic conception of interna- 
tional relations. As in the case of Brezhnev, for whom 
Gromyko had been an active and faithful servant (from 
1964 to 1982), Mikhail Gorbachev, from 1985 onward, 
needed this Georgian. Nothing prevented this man from 
taking charge of Soviet foreign policy; some years after his 
appointment as minister of foreign affairs, he admitted his 
“greatest surprise”. 


One cannot know too well today, five years later, whether it 
is Shevardnadze who fell in love with Gorbachev's pere- 
stroyka or rather the reverse that happened. What can be 
said with great certainty, however, is that the outgoing 
foreign minister is not unconnected with the salutary rap- 
prochement that has occurred in the past few years between 
Moscow and Washington. He and the American secretary of 
State, 1t was recently learned, have been addressing each 
other in very familiar terms and were calling each other by 
only their first names. 


The withdrawal of Soviet troops from Afghanistan, 
which was completed in February 1!988, as well as 
disarmament, owe a lot to him. The old guard of the 
Soviet Communist Party and the armed forces did not 
forgive him for having “bartered off’ the empire. 
[French Foreign Minister] Roland Dumas, paying 
tribute to Shevardnadze yesterday. acknowledged the 
role that he has played in “the transformation of 
Europe” and in the “extermination of the cold war.” We 
still remember what the president of the National Union 
for the Total Liberation of Angola, UNITA, said recently 
about him: ““We found in Shevardnadze an open man, a 
man who understands, a man who listens.” 


The most important thing today is not to know why such 
a man has resigned (his decision is definitive), but rather, 
what is going to happen within the Foreign Ministry. The 
answer seems simple to us: Soviet foreign policy will be 
what Gorbachev and his perestroyka—the USSR itself— 
will be in the coming months. 


Liberia 


Sawyer To Set Up Government if Talks Fail 


4B2012162090 Paris AFP in English 1610 GMT 
20 Dec 9O 


[Text] Freetown, Dec 20 (AFP)—Luiberia’s interim pres- 
ident gave main rebel leader Charles Taylor a last chance 
to join his government on Thursday as the warring 
parties prepared to hold a further round of peace talks in 
Banjul. Mr. Sawyer. who was chosen by Liberian politi- 
cians and exiles in \ugust to lead the interim govern- 
ment, iold a press conference here before leaving for the 
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Gambian capital that if the new round of talks fail, he 
would “appoint a cabinet and start functioning as a 
full-fledged government.” 


“We have deliberately held back the appointment of the 
cabinet because we wanted to reach an accommodation with 
Mr. Taylor,” he said. *“We would like him to be part of the 
all parties negotiations leading to the formation of a gov- 
ernment. We don’t intend playing a cat and mouse game 
with Mr. Taylor for the rest of our lives. If he continues to 
drag his feet, we shall have no alternative bui to mobilize 
sentiments in Liberia and abroad against him,” Mr. Sawyer 
said, adding that the government! may request West African 
troops in Liberia “to enforce the peace.” 


Mr. Sawyer said the Banjul meeting aims to work out 
details of a ceasefire signed by the warring parties 
November 28 in Mali, the confinement of the various 
forces to their camps and “other details that will lead to 
the disarming of various factions.”’ He disclosed that the 
interim government had tried to set up “parallel talks” 
and had sent a proposal to Mr. Taylor, the leader of the 
National Patriotic Front of Liberia (NPFL), but that 
there “had not been any feedback.” 


Asked about reports that some 100 hungry NPFL rebels 
crossed into Sierra Leone and attacked and looted a village 
Tuesday in search of food, Mr. Sawyer asked: “Why should 
these people plunder a peaceful village? What has been been 
unleashed by Charles Taylor are forces he himself cannot 
control. This is why it is important that the cease-fire holds 
and Charles Taylor finds his way within the interim govern- 
ment for order to prevail,” he said. 


The leader of the Independence [as received] National 
Patriotic Front of Liberia (INPFL), Prince Johnson, and 
General John Hezekiah Bowen, representing the Armed 
Force of Liberia, arrived in Banjul on Wednesday. The West 
African peacekeeping force is being represented by Political 
Ambassador Joshua Iroha, Field Commander Joshua Dog- 
onyaro and ECOWAS Executive Secretary Abass Bundu. 


On the situation in the Liberian capital Monrovia, Mr. 
Sawyer said people “are still on the brink of starvation 
and food supplies are limited.” He renewed an appeal to 
the international community for food and medicines. 
“The crisis in Liberia occurred at a time when Western 
eyes are on the Gulf and our appeals have not been 
totally met,” he said, urging U.N. relief agencies to 
“flood Monrovia” with food “to discourage hoarding 
and the illegal sale of donated food.” 


He said the relief agencies “should abandon their present 
inadequate and unsatisfactory system under which only 
3,500 metric tons of food are brought in at any one time.” 
The interim leader said water was still a problem in Mon- 
rovia because of a lack of electricity for the pumps, but said 
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telex lines would be reestablished in about a week and 
international telephone lines reconnected by mid-January. 


Johnson To Encourage Factions To Lay Down Arms 


AB2012160690 Monrovia Radio ELBC in English 
0900 GMT 20 Dec 90 


[Text] The leader of the Independent National Patriotic 
Front of Liberia, Brigadier General Prince Johnson, 
yesterday left Monrovia for Banjul to attend the talks 
which shall be sponsored by the Economic Community 
of West African States Mediation Committee. Brigadier 
General Johnson told ELBC shortly before his departure, 
that he hoped the Banjul meeting will bring peace and 
happiness to all Liberians. According to him, his travel 
to attend the cease-fire talks was in line with his desire 
for restoration of peace to Liberia. | am going to Banjul 
to encourage all warring factions to lay down their 
weapons and reconstruct Liberia which the civil war has 
torn, he noted. The INPFL leader at the head of a 
five-man delegation assured Liberians that the warring 
parties will compromise their differences in Gambia and 
there will no more conflict or war. 


The chief of staff of the Armed Forces of Liberia, 
Lieutenant General Hezekiah Bowen, left Tuesday for 
Banjul to attend the talks and expressed the hope that the 
meeting will be a success. The National Patriotic Front 
of Liberia, led by Mr. Charles Taylor, is expected to be in 
attendance at the Banjul conference. 


Liberia’s three warring factions, the National Patriotic 
Front, the Independent National Patriotic Front, and the 
Armed Forces of Liberia met last month to sign a cease-fire 
agreement in Bamako, Mali. The Economic Community of 
West African States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group 1s also 
expected to be present at the conference. 


Mali 


"Arafat Pays Working Visit; Leaves for Ghana 


AB2112095690 Bamako Domestic Service 
in French 0700 GMT 21 Dec 90 


[Text] Palestine’s head of state yesterday patd a working 
visit to our country. Before leaving Bamako, Mr. ‘Arafat 
held talks with General Moussa Traore, the head of state, 
on burning issues of the moment, particularly the Gulf 
crisis and the Palestinian people’s struggle. The PLO 
leader thanked the Malian people, party, and govern- 
ment for the reception and support he enjoyed. 


After leaving Bamako, the PLO leader paid a brief 
working visit to Accra, the Ghanaian capital. He told the 
press that only a peaceful and global approach to the 
Gulf crisis can restore peace, security, and stability in the 
region. The proposed talks between the United States 
and Iraq should help to resolve the crisis, he added. 
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